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The Design-Build Special Focus Session brought 01-er sisty par- 
ticipants and panelists together for an energetic discussioil 011 the 
state of the art and future directions in design-build as a teaching 
method in architectural educatioli. The sessioil hegan with an in- 
tensive esamination of the vei?- definition of design-build. As al- 
ternative defiilitioils ~ i e r e  posed. it quickl! hecame apparent that 
the term represents a richl! varied bundle of ideas and practices 
xvithin practice and education. The debate then flowed into a dis- 
cussioil of design-build's relatioilship to other curricular issues in 
architectural education. Does design-build occupy or advocate a 
position of resistance to the mainstream curriculum? Does it seek 
to enrich or critique the mainstream? In fact, as design-build be- 
gins to dominate illore traditional methods in practice, does it de- 
serve the label "alternative" at all? Khile debate over teril~inology 



and the petlagogical placelneilt of design-built1 was extensire. there 
was considerable agreement oil the streilgths of design-build. It 
offers a collaborative environment with interdiscipliaai? oppoitu- 
nities that foreshado~t- the collaborative esperience of practice. 
and ~t-hen it takes students out into their communities to huild it 
opens their e!-es to ~\-a!-s of liring a i d  dn-elling ~vhich the!- may not 
have esperieilced otliei7\-ise. giving them a deeper untlerstanding 
of the architect's opportunities and responsibilities for cornmuiiit!- 
sen-ice. The session ended ~vitli a vigorous exchange of opinions on 
the tl>-namic hetween reflection and action in design-huild. Is  thrre 

time for tlesign. construction and theon- in  a single course? And 
what is the place of the purely theoretical design-build course? I11 
sum. the discussioil opened our e!-es to new and different ~va;\-s of 
seeing design-build. and opened mai1~- new yuestioils ~ r h i c h  Tve 
look foi~varcl to esploriiig further at the upcomiilg .%I.l/ACSI\ con- 
ference. "Experiences in Design-Build: The Expanding Dimen- 
sions of Practice antl Etlucation." September 21-23. in Atlanta. 
Georgia. 


